
1 

Dear Parents, 

We were pleased to welcome Claire Grundy to Britannica this week.  
Claire is Head of Marketing and Admissions from Orbital  
Headquarters in Manchester.  Claire joined us for our Early Years 
Open Morning on Tuesday where we welcomed a number of  
Magnolia Kindergarten parents to a presentation on the school and a 
tour.  Her visit also nicely coincided with our Reception workshop in 
the afternoon, where Claire got to join the Reception parents in  
hearing from the teaching team how the new phonics programme is 
planned to be delivered and how parents can support that at home 
with their children.   

Across the school, the focus this week has been on the importance of 
‘energy’ in our lives and how as responsible global citizens we all need 
to do our part to reduce our consumption of energy, save the world’s 
natural resources and cut down on pollution.  Our House Box Dogs 
kicked us off to a great start on Monday and we now have four very 
handsome dogs made out of recycled material standing in our foyer.  
As one of many activities taking place to focus students on energy 
consumption, all Early Years and Primary classes have also been busy 
making other recycled ‘art work’ in their classroom.  This resulted in a 
truly impressive and creative art exhibition that is now on display in the 
ground floor corridor. Do come and take a look next week, if you have 
not yet done so. 

The week can’t go past without mentioning the weather.  Nothing 
spoils fun and learning at Britannica though and we were pleased to 
carry on as normal on both Thursday and Friday, while enjoying the 
scenic views of snow covered Shanghai out of the classroom windows 
and from the warmth of inside the school.  Thank you to all pupils and 
teachers for creating another successful week at Britannica and again 
demonstrating what makes us special and unique in the city. 
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This week, Pre-Nursery continued their journey on the farm with a focus on the rooster, chicks, and eggs. 

Children got busy creating their own chicks emerging from eggs,  painted using feathers and enjoyed counting 
chicks found in our story of the week, ‘Count with Maisy, Cheep, Cheep, Cheep’ by Lucy Cousins.  Children were 
patient and took turns using the flip book to find and count out chicks.  

We used our voices to make rooster sounds, experimenting with pitch and rhythm with Super Simple Song, ‘Good 
Morning Mr. Rooster’.  We listened and explored the sounds different materials make during outdoor play, at our 
musical instrument station. 

Children rejoiced and shared in a special moment, celebrating and singing Happy Birthday, to Jun Mei! Happy 
Birthday Jun Mei! 

As part of our efforts to introduce our children to the many uses of technology in our world, we played counting 
games and identified farm animals using a great software program called Top marks.  During this game, children 
were reminded that symbols carry meanings and children used the ‘arrow’ button in the game to provide  
direction. 

We completed our group art project promoting recycling and talked as a group about caring for our environment.  
Please visit the exhibit Friday morning and view our Pre-Nursery Recycling Bin. 

Don’t forget that February 8th is Chinese New Year Costume Day.  Please start preparing your costumes for this  
special Chinese New Year celebration. 
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“Then I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house down” said the Big Bad Wolf. He has inspired us to make our 

Nursery projects for Energy Week this week. Nursery A have built a Solar Panel brick house that conserves energy 
and Nursery B wanted to make a pinwheel Wind Turbine to help the Wolf blow down the Three Little Pigs houses. 
I wonder if the Wolf can blow down Nursery A’s house using the Wind Turbines?! 

During our power down morning, we talked to the children about what electronic items we have in our home and 
the children were able to list some of the items, including a television and a microwave! We turned the lights off 
to see how dark it is without them and talked about how we can save energy but turning items off.  

We have continued to use story language to retell our class stories using finger puppets and props. Can your child 
retell the story to you? We hope you enjoy the photographs from this week. 
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As the snow fell down this week, Reception continued with their exciting topic of Dinosaurs using it as inspiration 
for their Energy Week art projects. Reception A looked at recyclable materials using them to create a gigantic 
3D stegosaurus. Reception B used their knowledge of the sun producing plants to support the lifecycle. While 
Reception C created a geothermal artwork masterpiece with a volcano.  

This week in phonics we looked at the sound ‘er’ which linked beautifully into our mathematics of measurement. 
We worked out which dinosaurs were longer, shorter, taller, heavier and lighter than each other. 

It was wonderful to see so many parents this week at our phonic and reading workshop to see how to support 

your child at home with phonics. We thank you for your continuing support and look forward to working with you 

as your child progresses in their Literacy skills.  
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This week in Year 1 we looked at the life and achievements of Amelia Earhart. Amelia Mary Earhart was an American 

aviation pioneer and author. Earhart was the first female aviator to fly solo across the Atlantic Ocean. She set many 

other records, wrote best-selling books about her flying experiences and was instrumental in the formation of The 

Ninety-Nines, an organization for female pilots. Sadly Amelia disappeared during her second round-the-world flight 

alongside Fred Noonan. 

In class, the students were excited to learn about an influential woman who followed her dreams of becoming one of 
the first female aviators in the world.  This led to discussions about following our dreams and to believe in ourselves. 
The students built paper planes and, making use of our measuring skills, determined which plane could travel the  
furthest. The students, after learning more about Amelia’s life and achievements developed and presented their own 
theories about Amelia’s disappearance and what might have happened to her during her very last flight.  What did 
actually happen to Amelia during her final approach to Howland Island?  

This week has been positively exciting for Year 2. As it has been energy week, we have been learning about some of 
the basics about static electricity and we have also been extremely creative. We have made some fantastic pieces of 
‘energy art’ from recycled materials, both at home and school and even conducted an experiment using balloons and 
a plastic bag. During our Power Down morning, we found it a little tricky to get by without electricity, as things turned 
a little chilly and we couldn’t even do the register on the computer! 

Within our English lessons, we have continued to look at non-fiction texts in more detail. Most of us can now identify 

lots of the features of these types of books and we are beginning to plan our own. We have been able to identify key 

words within paragraphs and we are learning to make notes about what we read as well. In our maths lessons, we have 

revisited subtraction. We are becoming very confident in using it and some of us can subtract (including regrouping) 

up to, and include, thousands! 
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What a fantastic week Year 3 have had! We enjoyed taking part in lots of 
e x c i t i n g  e n e r g y - t h e m e d  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  
children used their energy whilst using positional language to help them to 
develop their mapping skills and created some very funny faces! During 
English, Year 3 worked in character to debate whether cars should be 
banned in Shanghai; they took their roles very seriously! They also worked 
hard  to  c reate  our  c lass  a r t  p iec e  by  car e fu l l y  
painting bottle tops which were then added onto hot air balloons to  
promote the importance of having clean air. We learnt lots about energy 
this week and will work hard to continue to think of ways that we can save it!  

There was lots of energy amongst the children this week in Year 4. Both  
classes created a fabulous piece of art work made from recycled materials. 
The children also had the opportunity to mix in order to create a scientific 
project focusing on forces and motion. Children from 4A and 4B formed 
groups of four to create these for the parents’ visit on Friday. Children  
considered ways to save energy, and came up with some interesting ideas, 
such as reading instead of watching television. Thank you to all the children 
and parents who helped make this week a great success, and for sending in 
the materials needed to create our pieces of work. 
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This week as part of our Energy week, we have been busily creating our class art project. Our sculpture is called 
‘Flower of the Future’ and is a solar-powered sunflower that can charge your mobile phone. I have been very  
impressed with the children’s creative ideas, resourcefulness, and the way they have worked so well collaboratively to 
produce such a marvellous piece of work. Who knows maybe one day we will see these ‘flowers’ in the future…  
Remember you saw it here first! 

Year 6 have been working hard in combining their Creative Minds topic with Energy Week. Currently, most students 
are studying the life and times of Mozart, so it was only natural that our recycled artwork be inspired by this. Across 
both classes, the children demonstrated exceptional powers of creativity, and have produced some excellent pieces 
of work which they should be very proud of. These included pianos, drums, xylophones, guitars, shakers and violins.   
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Parents can sometimes feel uneasy at the idea of helping their child 
learn a foreign language - particularly if they themselves are not  
experienced with the language. However, language learning extends 
far beyond grammar and verbs. Learning a language includes learning 
about the culture, way of life, traditions, and history of a country. It is 
these areas that parents can help their children with their studies. 
It is also important for parents to be realistic about their child’s  
progress. It is unreasonable to expect your child to be speaking fluent 
French within a year. Parents should monitor their child’s progress and 
show their support by being actively involved in their child’s language 
education.  
 
 
The following are some ways in which you can help your child with their language education. 
 
Provide encouragement and support 
If your child knows you support their language learning, they are more likely to be committed to completing all 
set homework and extra revision. Encouragement for excellent results and reassurance when any unsatisfactory 
result is received will let your child know that you wish to help them achieve their best.  
 
Monitor your child’s progress with the assistance of their teacher 
Keeping the communication lines open between you and the teacher is important for solving any problems which 
may arise in your child’s language learning.  
 
Visit French restaurants and see French films 
A meal at a French restaurant or seeing a French film can give your child a lesson in oral comprehension, extend 
their vocabulary, and improve their grammar. It can also broaden their horizons, helping them to understand  
other cultures and ways of life. French restaurants and movies are also an excellent way to maintain your child’s 
interest in learning the language. 
 
Organise a French exchange student or overseas trip 
The best way to learn French is total immersion in the culture and language. A visit to France or a French-
speaking country is the ideal way to experience French culture. It is also a fantastic opportunity to improve  
pronunciation, listening skills, and communication skills. If a visit to France is not feasible, you may like to consider 
having a French exchange student stay with you. 
 
Help your child to learn vocabulary, verb endings or spelling 
Language learning involves learning vocabulary, spelling and so on. The language barrier between you and your 
child can often be overcome by helping your child to learn simple vocabulary - read out the English word and 
your child then says the corresponding French word. You could also discuss with your child memory techniques 
that you find useful. 
 
Buy some French resources  
Students could also buy or borrow French books, French magazines, newspapers or posters to read. To extend 
their understanding of language, they could also buy a bilingual dictionary rather than searching on the internet 
for a translation.  
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Last week, our swim squad had a thrilling and busy weekend as 15 members of our team went on a two-night trip to 
Nanjing to participate in a swimming competition at Nanjing International School along with 16 other top schools 
across Shanghai and its surrounding area.  

We left school on Friday right after school and headed to the hotel at 8pm. Despite a long day, many of our  
swimmers still had energy to enjoy a last splash in the hotel’s pool. It was a nice moment where they had some fun 
as well as receive some last tips for the competition starting the day after. 

At 7.45am on Saturday, after a quick breakfast at the hotel, we took the bus for a 10-minute ride to get to the 
school. The day was full of excitement and discovery for some of our members as they were newbies taking part in 
the Shanghai Swim League (SSL). The first races started with the freestyle relays which demonstrated a great team 
spirit among the squad as everybody was cheering each other hoping for the best results for our team. 

In spite of the fact that our swimmers have had no swimming for more than a month because of the Christmas  
holiday, we still managed some PB’s which shows great promise for the rest of the year as training is now back to 
normal. 

Noe (Year 6) made a good impression in the 100 metres medley with a neat race demonstrating a great deal of skill 
and precision in the strokes. Our youngest swimmers in the 8 and under category enjoyed their time in and out the 
pool. While dealing with the most complicated races on the first day (25 metres backstroke and 25 metres  
breaststroke), students could enjoy their time off by playing on the playground and cheering their team mates. The 
day was also kept interesting by online quizzes made for the occasion to test their knowledge in the swimming field. 

After a long and eventful day, we reached a Cantonese restaurant straight after the competition for a friendly  
dinner with all the parents who came along to help support the team.  
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Hi, my name is Jessica and I am in the sixth form. I have been at Britannica for over 
one year and I am enjoying my time here.  I am currently studying Business Studies, 
Chemistry, English, Maths and Mandarin.  Currently, my favourite subject is Business. 
I like to talk with my friends, learning about interesting topics and film club which is 
one of my after-school activities. After the sixth form, I would like to attend a  
university in the United Kingdom. 

In KS3 PE this past term the boys have been working on improving their throwing technique within a target game  
situation. In this unit of work they have been introduced to the new, exciting sport of disc golf. This sport  
basically combines the rules of golf with the skill of throwing a Frisbee. The students worked hard to improve their  
various throwing techniques in order to get the best score out on the course. One method that we used to improve 
our technique was through video analysis. The boys could use iPads to take slow motion videos of their technique 
then use the footage to compare their performance to that of a model set of biomechanical throwing standards.  
This analysis allowed the boys to identify their strengths and weaknesses and  
design a training program that could help improve their throwing technique. I’m sure all the boys enjoyed working 
hard in this unit and their improvement over the course of the six weeks was outstanding!  
Keep up the hard work boys!  

After a return at the hotel at 8pm, our sportier students had some fun playing   
table tennis where as others played cards in the rooms. All of them went to bed 
quite early so as to have a good rest before the last day of the competition.  

On Sunday, we started with the medley relays where we must praise Charlotte 
(Year 3), Jules (Year 4) for their great performance in the butterfly leg. We then 
moved on to the last event with the 50 metres freestyle where Noe did a great 
performance with a 5th place out of 93, pushing our school into the  
rankings. William (Year 2) and Anna (Year 6) smashed their PB’s with an  
improvement of over 6 seconds! 

In the end, this sport-filled weekend has given to the swimmers a rewarding experience where they learnt a great deal  
about maturity, independence and sportsmanship.  

We can be sure the team spirit will still be there for our next event which will take place on March 10 th with the arrival 
of YCIS for another exciting Britannica Dual Swim Meet.  
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Throughout Energy Week, pupils, families and friends have enjoyed increasing their awareness of the impact of  
energy on the environment, and discovering more about the many uses it can have. We’d like to share with you 
these highlights from the week.  

Energy week began with a House event. Students decorated Chinese New Year ‘Box Dogs’ from recycled materials 
and these amazing creations are now proudly on display in the school foyer. 

A ‘Power Down’ morning on Wednesday focused on energy conservation. Across the school, lessons were taught 
without the use of electricity and focused upon the importance of saving energy, along with the many ways this can 
be done. 

On Friday morning, Britannica held a fantastic Art Exhibition. Parents and families were amazed by the wonderful 
works of art crafted beautifully by students from recycled materials.  

Finally, Energy Week concluded a variety of energy-themed Science experiments, conducted by pupils and  
parents. It has been an incredible week at Britannica International School, Shanghai  
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2017 – 2018 SPRING TERM  BRITANNICA SCHOOL CALENDAR  

BRITANNICA  INTERNATIONAL  SCHOOL,  SHANGHAI  

An Orbital Education School 

 

1988 GUBEI ROAD, SHANGHAI 201103 CHINA 

Tel: 021 6402 7889  Email: admissions@britannicashanghai.com 

Web:  www.britannicashanghai.com 

January 2018 

All School EYFS Primary Secondary School Holiday Other Parent Event 

 

Wednesday, 31st January — Korean Parent coffee morning  （9am—10am） 

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

February 2018 

Monday, 5th February —Dress rehearsal for CNY Performances 

Wednesday, 7th February — Morning opening of CNY celebrations: Students' Dragon Dance 

Wednesday, 7th February — KS2 & Secondary CNY Performance 

Wednesday, 7th February — CNY Activities 

Thursday, 8th February —Chinese Costume Day 

Thursday, 8th February —Reception & KS1 CNY Performances 

Monday, 12th February —Friday, 23rd February — School closed for CNY holidays 

March 2018 
Wednesday, 7th March — Mother Language Day 

Monday, 12th March—Friday, 16th March —Book Week  

Wednesday 21st March —Britannica Spring Instrumental Concert  

Tuesday, 27th March — Early Years Foundation Stage Open Day (9:15-12 noon) 

Thursday, 29th March — EYFS Parents Open Morning ‘Spring fun activity and giant picnic day’ 

Monday, 26th March—Friday, 30th March—Expedition Week  
 


