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Dear Parents, 

Thank you to those mums and dads who attended the school on Wednesday 

for our EAL Open House and Presentation.  We were delighted to share with 

you the work that we are doing with your children to improve their English. At 

Britannica, our reputation for EAL teaching has now achieved city-wide  

recognition, with more EAL/TEFL qualified teachers among the teaching staff 

than most other international schools.   These quality staff, of course, benefit 

all pupils, regardless of whether they have EAL needs or not, as it means that 

any EAL students can be better accommodated in the normal class setting 

without it leading to a sliding in standards of teaching to other children.   This 

is a factor often neglected in other schools. Our standardised English  

assessments, that we carry out on all students, have always clearly shown the 

excellent value added and good progress that all Britannica pupils make in 

English when compared to national and international norms.    

Parents will know that one of my previous management posts was with  

Harrow in Beijing, I was therefore particularly thrilled to see us winning our 

secondary football match against Harrow Shanghai on Thursday. Those of 

you who attended the match will also have been aware of the huge support 

the team received from the teaching staff and other pupils, many of whom 

were on the side lines cheering on the team.  Much of the growing success of 

our sport this year stems from the impact that Mr Ross McKechnie is making 

as our new Director of Sport.  Him and I are having many exciting discussions 

about other new sporting opportunities that we are arranging, including a 

potential trip to Spain in the Summer Term to participate in a sailing course 

and also twin with our sister Orbital school on the Island of Mallorca.   As 

many parents are also aware, Mr Anthony Chevrier is also making huge 

strides forward with our swimming squad, who have plans to attend a two day 

swimming meet in Nanjing in the new year.   Fq$pÝ`ib^oivÝ^Ýdob^qÝqfjbÝqlÝ_bÝ^Ý

sportman/woman at Britannica, with many wonderful opportunities on the 

horizon. 
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Pre-KropbovÝe^sbÝe^aÝ^Ýc^kq^pqf`ÝcfopqÝtbbhÝ_^`hÝtfqeÝqebfoÝkbtÝqlmf`Ý¥JvÝC^jfiv±+ÝQebvÝe^sbÝ_bbkÝib^okfkdÝ
about their homes, new vocabulary about families and creating house collages. They particularly enjoyed using 
their fingers as families to sing the Family Finger Rhyme!  
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Nee-naw nee-k^t ÝTbÝe^sbÝpq^oqbaÝlroÝkbtÝqlmf`ÝlcÝ¥MblmibÝqe^qÝebimÝrp±Ý_vÝib^okfkdÝ^_lrqÝ^ÝMlif`bj^kÝ^kaÝ^Ý
Firefighter this week. The children have been exploring their new classroom role play areas and the children have 
started to gain an understanding of the roles of the Police and Fire services.  

Nursery A have been focussing on the role of a Policeman this week. They have been busy reading the story 
¥TebkÝFÝdoltÝrm±Ý^kaÝq^ihfkdÝ^_lrqÝqebfoÝcrqrobÝ`^obboÝ^pmfo^qflkp ÝQebvÝe^sbÝ_bbkÝj^hfkdÝ`ljjrkfqvÝebimboÝ
hats, handprint painting Policeman and they have been exploring their mathematics area car park to make sure the 
cars are parked by the correct number!  

Nursery B have been learning about the Fire Service. They have worked as a group to create a Fire Engine for the 
Fire station role play area, they have been collaging red-hot fires and have used everyday objects such as straws, 
lolly pop sticks, and twigs to make ladders for the Firefighters to climb up! It has been a very exciting and enrich-
ing first week of the term. Next week, we will be learning about the roles of a Doctor and a Nurse and have a spe-
cial visit from Nurse Wellna. 

The Nursery Team 
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QefpÝtbbh)ÝOb`bmqflkÝ_bd^kÝqebfoÝkbtÝqlmf`Ý¥>iiÝ^olrkaÝqebÝTloia±+ 
We have been learning lots of interesting facts and have found out that the planet Earth has 5 oceans and 7 conti-
nents! Each child plotted where they were born on a class map and they got creative making flags. They also had 
a blast making passports and pretending to go on an aeroplane trip around the world.  
 
In Numeracy lessons, we have been thinking about ordinal language. The children have taken part in lots of differ-
ent challenges and races and made medals to celebrate coming first, second and third.  

ArofkdÝlroÝIfqbo^`vÝibpplkp)ÝtbÝe^sbÝib^okqÝqebÝkbtÝplrkapÝ¥qe±)Ý¥pe±Ý^kaÝ¥`e±Ý^pÝtbiiÝ^pÝ`lkqfkrfkdÝqlÝabsbilmÝ
our reading and writing skills. 

Please remember that next week our PE pathway will change once again so that the children have the opportunity 
to experience a different sporting activity. Please ensure children have the correct kit in school on Tuesday. 
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