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Dear Parents, 

I have been so pleased this week to have toured the school on a number of occasions, 
as I normally do, and to have seen so many interesting and engaging activities and 
lessons taking place.  I am, of course, in a privileged position because I am more 
aware than most of all those other activities and events that are currently also being  
prepared behind the scenes for the future. 

This week, I have had many meetings with various teachers and other staff who are 
piecing together their plans and proposals for trips, expeditions, parent workshops, 
community events, internal pupil group activities and the list goes on.  The value  
added that the school is offering to pupils and to parents extends well beyond the 
classroom at Britannica.   

As I write this letter I have had to pull myself away from watching the sporting ASA’s 
currently happening outside.  A group of very enthusiastic KS1 boys are working with 
Mr. Read on their football skills while Secondary pupils are engrossed in their Ultimate 
Frisbee activity.  Having spent most of my management career in independent 
schools in the UK, I have developed a passion for the inclusivity of extra-curricular  
activities, where all pupils can try out new activities and have new opportunities that 
they have not been exposed to previously or enhance their skills in a chosen area or 
significantly further develop their natural talents.  Every child has something that they 
can excel at and the extra-curricular programme in a school like Britannica is there to 
help give every child that chance. 

As we arrive at midway in our long Autumn Term, teachers are also looking closely at 
the progress that pupils are currently making in their academic subjects.  Various tools 
are used in the school to measure student academic progress and over the next few 
weeks these will be used to identify each student’s progress and ensure that each  
student is on track to achieve their very best.  Following this we will be inviting parents 
into school in the week beginning 16th October,  to discuss with them how their child 
has settled in the first half of term into their new class and year group. 

Our Open Morning today provided yet another opportunity for parents to see their 
child working, staff teaching and the school in action.  From the feedback I verbally 
received from parents throughout the event, I know that this opportunity was very 
much appreciated by you.  We are pleased you enjoyed the morning.  Do enjoy read-
ing about the other activities that have taken place in Week 6. 
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Pre- Nursery enjoyed some exciting new puzzles and construction equipment this week.  Children explored a key 
area of EYFS, Understanding Our World, as they worked busily at our new work bench, piecing things together, dis-
covering tools and uses for nuts, bolts, hammers and wooden nails.   

There was a strong mathematics focus this week running alongside our ‘All About Me’ theme.  We explored count-
ing with our fingers to songs; Five Little Monkeys and 1,2,3,4,5 Once I Caught a Fish Alive and  sorted insects by 
colour and shape.  We counted and placed pegs on our mathematical play boards and continued to count and 
identify patterns during music instrumental play, banging and shaking to rhythms and beats.  Our young students 
demonstrated some great regulatory skills, stopping and starting their instrumental play on command. 

We enjoyed our book of the week, Silly Willy, children finding Willy exceptionally funny.  Willy is a funny little boy 
who cannot dress properly and ends up looking very much like our favourite animals.  Our book character helped us 
to review the clothes we wear and how we wear them. 

Our Pre-Nursery group have much interest in art and design and are always eager to participate in art projects; this 
week making faces for our full body puppets.  These pieces are now on display outside the Pre-Nursery room.  Chil-
dren are enjoying their new friends immensely, interacting well and enjoying the social aspects of play.  There is 
much fun being had in Pre- Nursery! 
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Nursery A have been learning about their body! They have been moving in different ways and talking about what 
they can do with different parts of their body. They have been counting their fingers and toes and have been learn-
ing how to represent numbers by counting using their fingers.  

This week, Nursery B have been talking about their family. We have been looking at our family photographs and 
naming who is in the picture. We have been using the language of size to talk about our family members and our 
positions within in our family.  

On Tuesday, 10th October from 10:30 am until 12 pm we will be hosting a ‘Teddy Bears Picnic’ in Nursery and we 

would love for friends and families to join us. Please bring your Teddy bear and School will provide a picnic lunch 

for the children. Adults, please bring your own refreshments. This will be a good opportunity to get to know one 

another and to join in with some activities with your child at School. If it is raining or there is pollution, our picnic will 

take place inside the Nursery classroom. Please return your reply slip to your class Teacher as soon as possible! We 

are looking forward to it. 

The Nursery Team 
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Our budding engineers in Reception were busy this week creating some very impressive buildings from recycled 
junk in line with our theme of ‘Houses and Homes.’ We looked at many different types of houses and the children 
have been comparing the similarities and differences between their own homes and those of their classmates.  

In our phonics work, we have been looking at the ‘ck’, ‘e’, ‘u’ and ‘r’ sounds and the children are now enjoying the 
challenge of blending all their sounds to read really long words such as ‘rucksack!’  

We have been busy ordering and sequencing all our daily activities in our Maths lessons and learning the associat-
ed language such as ‘morning, afternoon, evening and night.’ 

It was lovely to have some parents join us this morning for our Open Day, observing the hard work that each boy 

and girl puts in every day and seeing all the friends and fun they have along the way.  
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This week, children in Year 1 were introduced to the basic concepts of measurement, including measuring length, 
weight, and capacity. Measuring precisely is a skill that develops over time and is learned in progressive steps. During 
our lessons, which explored measure in each attribute, children moved from comparing objects to determining which 
is longer or shorter, which is heavier or lighter, or which holds more or less, to measuring objects according to stand-
ard units. 

Children, through varying opportunities, measured objects using nonstandard units, such as connecting cubes, paper 
clips, and erasers. Measuring how many cubes or crayons long an object is builds a foundation for understanding the 
relationship between quantities and symbolic numbers. Nonstandard units also make children aware of the need for 
standard units of measurement. As they measure the same object with units such as their hands or feet, students could 
see that different-sized units, such as hands and feet, yield different measurements. 

Once all of the students were confident using nonstandard units, they were introduced to centimetre and meter rulers 

as tools for measuring with standard units. This is the first time that children are taught to use rulers. We focussed on 

the correct way to use a ruler, emphasizing how to align the left end of the ruler with the end of the item to be meas-

ured, and how to determine which number is the measurement. 
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Instead of a bear, this week, Year 2 students have been hunting for 2D shapes. As part of our Maths lessons, we have 

been reviewing 2D shapes that we should know like, squares and rectangles.  However, we have also started to look at 

a range of other 2D shapes. Some students even tried to spell them, the hardest being parallelogram. 

One of our activities was to walk around the school and go on a ‘shape hunt.’ We used a tally chart to mark down the 
number of shapes that we could see and also added extra information about the object. Students were hunting for a 
variety of shapes around the school and we managed to find lots of different shapes everywhere we went. Take a look 
at the pictures below of some of our Year 2 students on the hunt! 
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This week, Year 3 have been getting creative and working hard together. In 
English, we have now read up to the part where James is inside the giant peach 
and making friends with the bugs. There was a poem about all the strange and 
mysterious creatures they might meet on their travels, so we learned, made up 
actions, and performed this poem in our classes. In Mathematics, we have 
worked really hard on our addition and subtraction skills and got to apply this 
knowledge when solving challenges in groups. In Science, we are planning an 
investigation about what plants need to grow, so watch out for pictures of this 
after the holiday! 

This week in Year 4, we have been working extremely hard to 
complete our stories. Both classes have been in the ICT suite 
or used school laptops in order to type out our drafted ‘Mr Brit 
and Little Miss Annica’ books. Children have all been able to 
practise their new found skills within ICT to manipulate text, 
change fonts and styles, and navigate their way around the 
many different programs that are available to us.  In Maths this 
week, we have had a big focus on times tables, learning them 
ready for our very own personalised times table tests. Across 
both classes, we have now covered each of the 4 number oper-
ations and children now have a bank of different methods that 
they can use in order to solve different number and word prob-
lems. We will be continuing to use these methods throughout 
the year and it has been superb to see all children working so 
hard to overcome any problems or misconceptions. Well done 
to all! 
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In Art, Year 5 have been looking at Tone and Line. 

Tone is concerned with the quality of light and darkness, and Line is con-

cerned with the ‘mark’ an artist makes. 

We have been paying attention to drawing what we see in front of us and try-
ing to focus on adding detail using light and shade.  

The children have embraced using water colour to provide tone to their 
sketches of everyday objects. 

In Year 6, we have been learning all about advertisements. We have explored different types of adverts and then iden-
tified features such as persuasive language, rhetorical questions and the power of three. This was supported in EAL 
class where students were able to identify slogans and write their own for different classroom objects. Year 6A are 
working in groups to create effective advertisements using formal language to persuade prospective parents to enrol 
their children at Britannica. They mentioned such draws as ‘Interesting Subjects’, ‘Excellent Facilities’, and 
‘Experienced Teachers!’.  Year 6B will be writing a newspaper advert for Leonardo da Vinci’s workshop and illustrating 
it using ICT. Both classes will get the opportunity to use an everyday object to write and perform their own advert for 
television using as many of the features as possible.  
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This year in EAL we have been improving our English skills.  Some things we have worked on together are grammar, 
vocabulary, reading, and writing.  At the beginning of the term, we learned about our classmates’ home countries, cul-
tures, food and families.  We have been working together and helping each other brainstorm ideas, using mind maps, 
for our writing assignments. This week, we started writing our own creative stories.  We will continue looking at gram-
mar tenses and how to change verbs into different tenses. Through class discussion, we are practicing our listening 
and speaking skills, while also respecting each other’s opinions.  (Year 10 GCSE 2nd Language English Class) 

It was our pleasure this week to see our Year 10 and 11 students give a 
well prepared and well-delivered assembly. It is a testament to them how 
well the assembly was received by their peers and staff. Eight nationalities 
in total are represented in Years 10 and 11 which is a great reminder of the 
international community that we are lucky to have here at Britannica.  

The students decided that they would like to ‘show off’ their respective 
countries, regaling us with interesting facts and stories from all over the 
world, ranging from the myth of the Loch Ness Monster to the more seri-
ous matters of the recent earthquake in Italy.   

Year 10 and 11 have had a productive start to the year and will have fur-
ther opportunities to demonstrate their creativity and teamwork. 

Mr Rosenberg and Mr James  

I was excited to come back to Britannica after my GCSE studies and in the past few 
weeks of the new term I think I have made a good start to my A-Levels. Knowing 
many of the teachers made it easier for me to come back and settle into life at Bri-
tannica. The first term has been busy, my highlight was being the mascot for the Yel-
low Tigers on Crazy Hair Day. We won the team award which made being in the hot 
costume all day worth it.  

I am looking forward to the Mid-Autumn Festival break. I am staying in Shanghai 
with my family. I will enjoy the city and relax at different attractions before coming 
back to school to work hard.  

Ulysse Negros, Year 12 
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Students have been learning about our oceans in their first topic of the year. In order to understand the concept of 
sustainable fishing in an engaging way, students were divided into groups of fishermen. They had to ‘fish’ throughout 
the game, attempting to get fruit (representing fish) out of their ocean (jug of water) in order to survive the game and 
get points/money. Over time, as technology developed it became easier and easier to accumulate more fish. Some 
groups quickly learned, however, that if you take too many fish out of the ocean they cannot repopulate and the future 
of your fishing industry is at risk! (Miss Brown) 

We are very excited about an upcom-
ing trip that we are offering to our 
GCSE PE students and all students in 
Years 9 & 10. On Wednesday, 11th Oc-
tober students will have the chance to 
attend an official match day of the 
prestigious Shanghai Rolex Masters 
Tennis Tournament. This international 
event is one of the largest tourna-
ments on the ATP calendar and is the 
culmination of the tour in Asia. Our 
students will receive a behind the 
scenes tour of the stadium with access to the player’s area, media rooms, and conference suits. This will give the stu-
dents a chance to learn about hosting and covering an international event of this calibre. After the tour, they will be 
able to catch a match with the potential of seeing world class players such as Rafael Nadal, Roger Federer, Novak 
Djokovic or Andy Murray compete. At the end of the match, students may even be lucky enough to catch a signed ball 
hit into the crowd by one of the tennis stars!  

To meet the challenging requirements of the English National Curriculum, Bri-
tannica recommends that all Secondary pupils purchase the  
‘Casio fx-115ES PLUS Engineering/Scientific Calculator’. This calculator will sup-
port student learning and can be purchased directly by Parents and Families 
from many reputable sellers.  
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Day 1 Auditions have begun and what 
talent we do have here at Britannica. 
This year, we have over 40 applicants 
vying for the position of the “Best 
Overall Winner” of Britannica’s Got 
Talent! 

We have four Categories this year, Solo 
Music, Group Music, Dance and Miscel-
laneous and every category has been 
filled! Auditions will continue till next 
Tuesday (26th September) and if anyone 
has missed out on their audition, due to being absent on the day, we will put on an extra day to view your perfor-
mance. 

Four acts out of each category will be going into the Finals on the 25th October and students will be able to win prizes 
in each section. There will be an ultimate winner for the ‘Best Overall Winner’ of Britannica’s Got Talent. There will be 
a selection of those that only just missed out, who will perform at their given assembly and then we will also have a 

lunch time runners—up concert to be announced later. 

Good luck to all of the participants! I think the judge’s job is going to be very difficult this year!  

Britannica Orchestra 
This year, we have started the year off well with 17 students in our Orchestra. I 
was very impressed with the range of ability and the age range we have in Or-
chestra. Last week we played through ‘Star Wars’ and this week we are going to 
be looking at ‘My Heart Will Go On’. We will be playing a variety of music in-
cluding some classical and popular music as well as Miss Churchill arranging 
another piece called ‘Play That Funky Music’. If any student plays a musical in-
strument, especially a brass instrument then we would welcome you to come 
along and be part of our orchestra.  

Thanks 
Miss Owens 
Director of Expressive Arts 

Today, we were joined by current parents across Britannica for a general Open Morn-
ing. The morning was an opportunity for parents to experience the daily life of stu-
dents at Britannica by sitting in on lessons and seeing some of the world-class teach-
ing that happens at the school.  Parents could observe any lesson at any point, any-
where on campus and even stay for the excellent lunch at the canteen. The Open 
Morning was not full of special activities, but an event which showed the enthusiasm, 
professionalism, and commitment to quality teaching Britannica’s staff demonstrate 
day after day. We’d like to thank our current parents who joined us and look forward 
to continuing to offer the Best of British Education to our pupils.  
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2017 –2018 AUTUMN TERM  BRITANNICA SCHOOL CALENDAR  

BRITANNICA  INTERNATIONAL  SCHOOL,  SHANGHAI  

An Orbital Education School 

 

1988 GUBEI ROAD, SHANGHAI 201103 CHINA 

Tel: 021 6402 7889  Email: admissions@britannicashanghai.com 

Web:  www.britannicashanghai.com 

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

September 2017 

Wednesday, 27th September—School closes at 3pm for Mid-Autumn Festival 

All School EYFS Primary Secondary School Holiday Other 

October 2017 

Monday, 2nd October—Friday, 6th October—National Day Holiday—School closes 

Tuesday, 10th October — Nursery Teddy Bears Picnic     

Tuesday, 10th October — Basketball Team to Western Michigan School 

Wednesday, 11th October — Shanghai Rolex Masters Tennis Competition  

Monday, 16th October —  Friday, 20th October— House Sports Week — Parents’ - Form Teacher 

Meetings 

Tuesday, 24th October — United Nations Day 

Wednesday, 25th October—Britannica’s Got Talent  

Friday, 27th October — Key Stage 1 Maths Day 

 

Wednesday, 1st November—Pumpkin Palooza  

Monday, 6th November—Friday 10th November—Anti-bullying Week 

Wednesday, 8th November—Pre Nursery + Reception Parent Event 

Friday 10th November—School closes at 4pm for mid-term break 

November 2017 


