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Dear Parents, 

Do enjoy our last newsletter of the Autumn Term.  

A parent met with me yesterday and commented on how every term 
at Britannica is always better than the one that has gone before.  If we 
can continue to have this feedback from our parents, then we know we 
are moving in the right direction.  Thank you to all those parents who 
continue to support us and their children as we strive towards this 
goal.  Your feedback has always been important to us and we are    
always keen to respond to that.  The most recent parent survey that 
was sent to you yesterday by email is a standard survey that is being 
released across all Orbital schools.  This will give Orbital good       
comparative   evidence of the strengths of the schools within the 
group and areas for further development.  Your response to this will 
be well received by them. 

We hope you enjoy reading about the progress that your children 
have made this term, in the reports that were sent home this week.  
Our school reports are among some of the most  
comprehensive produced in the city and I am very grateful to our 
teachers for the time they have spent on producing these.  These  
reports will be followed by parent-teacher meetings that will be held 
in the new year. 

Year 11 to 13 pupils will be spending part of their winter  
holiday revising for their mock examinations which will take place in 
early January and we wish them all the best in their preparation.  Our 
events calendar is already looking action-packed for next term and we 
look forward to inviting you into school on a number of occasions both 
for performances and to show case what pupils are learning in lessons.  

It remains for me to wish you a happy winter holiday and an  
enjoyable time at home with your children over the next two weeks.  
We look forward to seeing all our Britannica family back at school on 
Wednesday 10th January. 
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This week Pre-Nursery has been full of laughter, song and holiday spirit. 

We celebrated Bobby’s birthday and continued our discussions about winter, the clothes we wear to keep warm and 
enjoyed dancing to our favourite new song, ‘Put On Your Jacket’ by Super Simple Songs. 

Children were excited to help prepare our classroom for the move across the hall, helping to tidy, pack things away 
and sort artwork by name to place in folio’s.  Children were great helpers, proud and responsible in their work.  We 
talked about the plans for our new classroom and ventured down the hallway to visit our new room. 

Children were interested and excited when introduced to a picture of our new Pre-Nursery teacher, Ms. Emma, on 
the big screen.  Children were curious and enjoyed practicing Ms. Emma’s name. 

Children are very well adapted now to life in Pre-Nursery.  They understand the jobs throughout the day, the rou-
tines and the changes that take place.  Our children travel around the bigger school community proudly and joyful-
ly.  I am confident our shift to a new room and introduction of our new teacher, Ms. Emma, will be a smooth and 
exciting transition for Pre-Nursery children. 

I look forward to spending time with you all in class on our first morning back to school.   
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It has been a busy and exciting term in Nursery. As the term comes to an end, we have been reflecting on our class 
journey since August. We are so proud of the children and the leaps and bounds they are starting to make in their 
progress. We are also thankful for having such supportive Parents, who are with us every step of the way. The chil-
dren and families at Britannica make our job so special and we are grateful to you for that. 

Those first few days of Nursery seem like a long time ago now!  The children have had lots of wonderful opportuni-
ties this term such as The Teddy Bear’s picnic, Diwali Day, a visit from a Policeman and lastly our EDay Trip. These 
early experiences make learning so relatable and enjoyable for your little ones. Your children are becoming inde-
pendent, confident and exploratory learners and we can’t wait to carry on their learning pathway with them.  

We wish you all a very safe and happy holiday and we look forward to seeing you in January.  
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Reception’s journey around the world is coming to an end. The children have loved discovering new things 
about each different continent and seeing their similarities and differences. This week, we packed our hat, scarf, 
and gloves to wrap up warm in Antarctica.  Here we have explored the variety of animals that live in this frozen 
continent, looking at how the animals have blubber and fur to keep the cold weather out. In particular, we 
looked at penguins and got creative making 3D penguins using a variety of coloured paper. In Mathematics, 
Reception have been looking at collecting data using bar graphs. We loved getting all together to do a survey 
of our favourite animal from Antarctica. No surprise that Penguins came out top with a total of 16 children  
having them as their favourite. The poor Walrus only got one vote! 

As the Autumn term comes to a close, the Reception team here at Britannica would like to wish you a happy 
winter holiday and thank you for all your support.  

We look forward to seeing you in January ready for some ‘Dinosaur’ fun! 
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In Year 1 this week, we have been assessing and reinforcing many of the key skills learnt over the course of the term. 
These have included place value, problem-solving using algorithms, number formation and spelling using split       
digraphs. We are thrilled with the amount of progress the children have made in all areas of the curriculum and it is 
only right that the children are rewarded with some festive fun and games! Well done children and have a wonderful 
holiday! 

This week has been a brilliant end to our first term in Year 2 and we are sure that there will be a snowball effect of the 
hard work into our Spring term. In English, we have been looking at writing our own winter poems using alliteration. 
We worked in pairs to think of words for our ‘Winter Wonderland’ poem. We then used these words and using allit-
erations, were able to create our own poems about the ‘soft snow’, ‘tranquil trees’ and the ‘silly smiling snowman’! 

Maths this week has been all about data handling. We reviewed how to collect data using a tally chart and learned 
how to present our findings in a bar graph. After lots of practice, we were finally able to make our own questions,  
collect our data and present it on some beautiful bar graphs. 

As our topic of ‘Food and Farming’ comes to an end, we created our own topic quizzes to give to a friend. We includ-

ed a variety of questions about everything we had learned this term, such as what a plant needs to grow and how to 

make chocolate! It has been a great end to our first term and we look forward to starting fresh after the holiday!  
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In English, Year 3 have worked really hard over the last two weeks to create a 

folktale of their own. They planned, drafted, edited and published their final 

draft by typing it up onto the computer. Simon in 3A said he enjoyed creat-

ing his characters ‘Tiger’ and ‘Roll’ where one was bad and unkind but the 

other was strong and brave. Children were focussing hard to write in the past 

tense and use punctuation correctly. This week we also looked at some com-

puter programming software where children used the technology and tools 

to command sprites to achieve different outcomes. James in 3A said: “I love 

this software because it’s really fun. I was programming ‘The Princess and 

The Frog’ so that the princess moves over to the frog and when they touch I 

made the frog turn into a prince. It was challenging when I had to make the 

princess stop next to the frog, but I used the guidance video to help me pro-

gram it correctly. I love programming!”  

It has been a busy end to the term in Year 4 this week. Children remained engaged in their learning and covered 
quite a lot of content. In English, children continued their poetry. We wrote various ‘kenning poems’, including one 
about King Henry VIII. We also created acrostic poems about ourselves, winter and King Henry. In Maths, children 
continued to learn about time, solving time word problems and consolidating their knowledge on using analogue 
clocks. The Year 4 Reading Competition continues to motivate children to read, with many more children earning new 
flags this week. Thank you to everyone for your continued support during the first term. 
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Year 5 have been reading and performing poems by Benjamin Zephaniah. We spent some time reading the poem ‘A 
Day in the Life of Danny the Cat’. The children worked well in pairs to decide how they were going to perform their 
verse of the poem from memory and with actions. The children then chose which animal they wanted to write about 
and worked together in groups to create a poem in a similar style. They considered carefully what that animal does 
and agreed on which lines would be repeated at the start and end of each verse. We had poems about dogs, parrots, 
and goldfish! Finally, the children performed their poems too the rest of the class to much enjoyment. Well done!  

 

This week, students were given the task of designing and ‘building’ their very own earthquake-proof building! To build 
their design they were only given a few materials, such as play dough, paper, and straws. Students were awarded 
points on the strength of the building, if it could carry weight and if it could withstand ground (table) shaking.  
Well done to the overall best design from Vicente, Donghyuk, and Tiffany in 6B. 
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A few weeks ago, Year 9 and Year 10 Geography students went on a school trip to the Shanghai Urban Planning Mu-
seum. Miss Brown organised the trip and I also went along to help supervise. While there, the students learnt about 
how Shanghai was looking to become a more sustainable city. This is something that I think is hugely important and I 
was fascinated by the different theories scientists have come up with to try and make Shanghai greener. This is a time 
of year when Shanghai has quite high pollution and so making pupils aware of the environment and what they can do 
to help is a very apt part of the curriculum. 

Cross-curricular links are something that I think is very useful and it just so happens that Year 9 have also been looking 
at global warming in their PSHE class with myself and Mr Clifton. In pairs, the class had to create presentations about 
specific topics relating to the environment and global warming. For example, one group looked at how rainforests 
were being destroyed while another looked at the impact of rising sea levels. All these areas link to our consumption 
of fossil fuels. In turn, a key factor in making cities such as Shanghai more sustainable and eco-friendly is reducing our 
reliance on fossil fuels. 

Year 9 then showed off their new knowledge in Monday’s assembly. Year 9’s work on sustainability and the environ-

ment shows the importance of cross-curricular links in Britannica’s curriculum. In return, I hope that the whole of  

secondary learned something about the importance of looking after the Earth and some strategies that they  

implement in their daily lives to help!       Mr Barclay 

 

This term Year 9 Native Mandarin students learnt about narrative,  
biography, prose and scientific exposition. Students celebrated the works 
of Lu Xun, Gorky and Leo Nikolayevich Tolstoy. They visited the beautiful 
south and the original north of China by reading a variety of different 
texts. What impressed them most is Lop Nur, dead lake.  In the beginning 
of the twentieth century, people could still sit on a boat at Lop Nur, how-
ever, humans abused the water. Nowadays Lop Nur is a dessert. Students 
have also been learning about the importance of environment protection.  

China' s New Year is coming soon.   2018 is the year of the Dog on the  

lunar calendar. There will be lots of wonderful performances and activities 

taking place. We cannot wait!  We very much hope you will be joining us for these. 

I would like to congratulate and thank both students and staff for a great first term. So much has happened over the 
last 5 months. As well as the high standard of teaching and learning taking place each day; our students have been 
involved in poetry competitions, trips, Britannica’s Got Talent, Pumpkin Palozza, the winter concert, football matches, 
basketball matches, Ultimate Frisbee matches and many other things. 

I have been particularly impressed with the quality of assemblies being delivered by our students this year. Each year 
group has led an assembly and these have been both informative and entertaining. It is excellent to see students 
growing in confidence and being able to stand on stage and speak out. 

Lots of students have already achieved their bronze and silver house point certificates and one student, Amelia Ong 
has earnt 150 house points and received her gold certificate. Well done to all those students, I look forward to  
presenting even more certificates next term. 

January and February are going to be a busy time with mock exams for Year 11,12 and 13 students, Energy week and 
Chinese New Year celebrations. I wish all our students and parents a relaxing and enjoyable winter break and I look 
forward to seeing you all in the new year. 

Rebecca Hatton (Head of Secondary) 
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A fantastic term of sport finished with a flurry this week at Britannica  
as the football team ran out 7-0 winners against Living World Shanghai and our 
ultimate frisbee team continued this dominance with a 13-1 victory against 
North Cross Xinhe High School.  

This week has been a fitting goodbye to one of our most prominent athletes, 
Damien Ong, who departs Britannica to start a new adventure in Thailand. He 
scored two goals in the football match as well as helping his teammates with 
four assists in the Frisbee match before, rounding off his Britannica career by 
scoring the match-winning point. These contributions to both the football and 
Frisbee team will be missed in the new year.  

All of our students can be very proud of what they have achieved in the sport 
this term. They have worked hard in every game that they have played and the 
improvement and progress they have made since the beginning of the term has 
been unbelievable! I know I am incredibly proud of everything they have done 
this term and I look forward to watching them build upon this success in the 
spring and summer terms.  Go, Knights!   Mr Mckechnie 

Year 9 is a really good year. I have already learnt so much. I have a lot of different teachers 
this year and I like them all. 

I really enjoyed rehearsing for and performing in the Winter Concert. I was in a band called 
‘Sunshine’ and we performed our own songs in front of a very big audience. 

I am looking forward to the holiday because I will be playing with my friends in my free time. I 
am also going to Japan with some of my friends during the  holiday and I am very excited 

about this.  

Sue, Year 9 

Britannica staff would 
like to thank all of the 
students for the hard 
work they have put in to 
develop their sports this 
term.  

Keep improving in the 
coming years!  

It is always sad to say goodbye to teachers, especially when they have been so happy and 
successful with us.  Regrettably though, one of the consequences of expatriate life is that 
when family are ill it may require you to return back home.  Such has been the case with our 
PE teacher Mr Oliver James.  Colleagues and pupils have been sad to have seen him leave, 
but we empathise with the need for him to be with his partner to support her.   We wish  
Oliver every success in his future career and maybe, if he returns to Shanghai one day, we 
may see him back with us at Britannica.   

We will be welcoming Mr Alastair Hapgood in January, who will be temporarily replacing 
Oliver James in the PE department until the end of the academic year.  I had already secured 
Alastair as a Reception class teacher for August 2018.  Alastair has been working most  
recently as a fully qualified EYFS teacher in a private school in the UK.  Alastair is though also 
extremely ‘sporty’ and has very good experience in this area and has therefore kindly agreed 
to join us at very short notice, earlier than originally planned.  My challenge now is to get him to China as quickly as 
possible, given the lengthy process of securing visas and work permits.  We are currently planning for Alastair to arrive 
by Monday 22nd January. 
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2017 – 2018 SPRING TERM  BRITANNICA SCHOOL CALENDAR  

BRITANNICA  INTERNATIONAL  SCHOOL,  SHANGHAI  

An Orbital Education School 

 

1988 GUBEI ROAD, SHANGHAI 201103 CHINA 

Tel: 021 6402 7889  Email: admissions@britannicashanghai.com 

Web:  www.britannicashanghai.com 

January 2018 

All School EYFS Primary Secondary School Holiday Other Parent Event 

Monday to Friday 

School opening hours 25th December to 5th January: 9am – 4pm 

 

School returns to normal opening hours from 7:45am-4:45pm 

Monday, 8th January 2018 

Return date for teachers  

 

1st January 2018 for the national holiday 

School closed 

 

Return date for pupils 

Wednesday, 10th January 2018 

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


