
1 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome back after Spring Festival Holiday. We wish you and your 
family a very happy and healthy Year of the Dog.   

Teachers arrived back for work on Monday and we spent the day as a 
team looking at and reviewing our current whole school policies,  
making sure that they fully and accurately reflected our current  
practice and the best of British education.  We also spent time  
reviewing and further adding to our curriculum planning documents 
and in particular looked at how we could better embed the use of  
Educational Technology within our teaching and attributes related to 
Global Citizenship.  Our passion is to continue to deliver the best  
British curriculum available in Shanghai that is tailored to the personal 
needs of the individual children in our care.   

Parents will have received an overview of the major events on our  
calendar for the remainder of this term and next and we very much 
hope that you will be able to join the school community in attending 
those, whenever you are available. I have been delighted to see so 
many parents enthusiastic about our expeditions that are occurring in 
two week’s time, as well as our very exciting school trip to visit our  
sister school in Spain and partake in a week of sailing.  This will be a 
trip that will leave lasting memories in student’s minds.  We  
continue to hope that as many students as possible will join this  
special trip.  

Next week we celebrate the language diversity within Britannica and I 
would like to take this early opportunity to thank all those parents who 
have volunteered to help on Wednesday’s day of celebration.  It 
promises to be a great day for all involved. 

Enjoy reading about and looking at photos of this week’s activities. 
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Welcome back! We hope you all had a wonderful Chinese New Year holiday. Children have confidently returned to 
Pre-Nursery this week happy and excited to be reunited with friends, with a sense of belonging and security. 

This week we have begun our second topic, Growth and Change, with a focus this week on the growth of plants 
from seeds and the elements required to encourage this change in nature.  We have enjoyed planting seeds in 
soil, watering them and placing them out in the sunshine in the hope that they will begin to grow. We have also 
made sunflower art and engaged in a number of sensory activities using different seeds.  This week, we read ‘Ten 
Seeds’ by Ruth Brown and the children enjoyed singing along to the finger rhyme, ‘Ten Little Seeds.’ 

We hope you enjoy looking at the pictures from this week’s exciting activities!  
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“Run, run as fast as you can, you can’t catch me I’m the Gingerbread Man!” The Nursery have been chanting this 

phrase this week whilst getting stuck into some Mathematics by adding buttons to their template Gingerbread 
Men. We have been learning to recognise numbers to 10, select buttons from a group and match the number of 
buttons to the correct numeral.  

In Literacy, the children have been thinking of alternative endings to the story of The Gingerbread Man so that he 
does not get eaten by the sly fox! The children have generated some excellent ideas such as building a boat for 
the Gingerbread Man to sail across the river, making a ladder for him to climb over the river and constructing a 
bridge for him to walk on. Hopefully, these ideas will save the Gingerbread Man!  

Next week our topic will be Nursery Rhymes and we will be starting our topic by singing Incy Wincy Spider. Can 
you help your child find out how a spider makes his web? 

The Nursery Team 
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Our favourite things are on our minds this week in Reception as we have begun our ‘Julia Donaldson’ topic. 
Through this topic, Reception will be looking at story structures, characters, and imaginative play. To start off this 
week we have been busy discussing what we like about ‘Charlie Cooks favourite book’ and writing ‘I like…’  
sentences about the characters. Using a story mountain Reception have mapped out stories looking at how a 
story begins, builds and comes to an end.  

In Mathematics we have been exploring data collection and gathering lots of information related to our favourite 
books, colours etc. and transferring this information into bar charts, pictograms and tally charts.  We even had 
fun with tallying how many times ‘book’ was said in ‘Charlie Cook’s favourite Book’! 

Over the coming weeks, we have lots more Julia Donaldson fun as we explore her writing through the stories 

‘The Highway Rat’, ‘Stick Man’, ‘ Sharing A Shell’ and ‘The Gruffalo’. 
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It was an unusual return to school for Year 1, as their classrooms and corridor had been transformed into a world of 
Mystical Lands and Creatures!   

Take a look! 

As an introduction to their next topic, the children are being immersed in the settings and meeting the characters from 
a variety of Traditional Tales, Stories with Familiar Settings and Stories from Other Cultures.    

This unit of work aims to explore these enchanting stories and tales; explaining how they used to be passed down 
orally. The children will study characters and settings, retell and sequence events, use story maps and plan new ver-
sions of old favourites for inspiration to write their own narrative. 

During the Chinese New Year break, the children worked hard to create their own Mystical Creatures which are now 

hiding amongst our Mystical Land – can you spot them? 
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Year 2 have arrived back full of enthusiasm after the holiday. They have worked very hard to finish their non-fiction 
book all about different shoes. It has been great to see them scouring the internet for appropriate images and looking 
critically at the headings they have made to see if they are in the correct format. It has been a very practical week in 
Maths as the students review shape and a variety of measuring skills. There has also been intense concentration as the 
children get their shirts ready to tie-dye next week. 
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This week, we have been really happy to see all of the children back after the holidays looking bright and smart in 
their uniforms. In class, children have been working hard on their mental maths skills whilst also focusing on mental 
recall of key facts. Times tables practice is also continuing following on from before the Chinese New Year break. In 
Science this week, both classes have been incredibly busy exploring the topic of sound where they have been able 
to have lots of fun making string telephones to investigate how sound travels. Children were very enthusiastic and 
excited to complete these and learnt lots of key facts too. English this week began by talking about, laughing about 
and recounting our holidays, while the later part of the week we were continuing to look at explanation texts. Keep 
up the hard work Year 4 and continue to read each night so that you can get a hole in your flag! Again, a big thank 
you to parents for their continued support and kindness.  

There have been some very mysterious things happening in Year 3 this 
week! The children received some secret mail, which they needed to care-
fully investigate for clues. They then looked at the evidence and used this to 
help them start writing their very own mystery stories! The stories included 
lots of languages to create suspense, and used adverbs to extend their de-
scription! In Geography class, 3C were given further clues, and needed to 
identify Ordnance Survey symbols to solve these. We are all very excited to 
see if we can solve the mystery next week.  
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Year 5 have come back from the holidays ready to learn and excited for the busy half term ahead; including Mother 
tongue day, Book Week and, of course, our much anticipated residential to Nanbeihu. In Maths, we have begun stud-
ying measurements and converting different units of measures, including metric to imperial and vice versa. In English, 
we are continuing to explore Greek myths and having read some more myths to identify common features and 
themes, we are now beginning to plan our own. Today, we thought of the name and descriptions for the hero or hero-
ine of our myth and began to consider what problem they might face.  

In English, Year 6 have started their unit on discussion texts and have already engaged in debates about whether or 
not mobile phones should be used within schools. In their Human Body science unit, students have explored the vari-
ous circulatory systems, completed annotated diagrams, and discussed how we can maintain a healthy lifestyle. To tie 
this unit to their English discussion texts, they will proceed to consider how our diets affect our overall health and in-
vestigate the effect that exercise has on our bodies. In Maths, students are now exploring the relationship between 
area and perimeter and were able to calculate both values for a range of regular and compound shapes. 
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My name is Evan and I am in Year 8. I started at Britannica when I was in Year 6, so 
have been here a few years now. My favourite subject is Art because it means I can 
be creative but I enjoy lots of my lessons and like all of the teachers. I’ve got some 
good friends at school and enjoy spending time with them in the games room at 
break time. I like coming to school because of all the opportunities I have to learn 
new things.  

Evan Zhu – Year 8 

This week, Year 8 have started making preparations for Britannica’s upcoming Book Week celebrations. Each class 
across the school will be competing against each other to create the best door decorations they can. Year 8 have 
started planning how they want to decorate their form room door and have chosen which story they will be using as 
their inspiration. The next step will be to get our creative hats on to get crafty with our door! You’ll have to watch this 
space though to see the finished product! Let’s hope Year 8 can win the Book Week decoration competition again 
this year, after their fabulous efforts last year.  
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Half way through the year already and we are back to looking at what is happening in our department. We have the 
ongoing rehearsals for HONK the musical production that will be performed in May, a Sing Up Day for our choirs on 
March 14th and of course a Britannica music concert for all Concord Students to perform! 

This month on the 21st there will be a music concert featuring all students who are currently enrolled in our  
Music 1:1 lessons. If you are interested for your son or daughter to start playing an instrument, then this is the idea  
concert to attend. There will be representatives from Concord to go through the program that they provide at the 
school, along with the teachers who work day to day at the school. Come along and enjoy the concert on March 21st 
starting at 1.40pm in the Theatre. 

Sing Up Day is an internationally recognised event that started in 2010 in the 

United Kingdom. We use this day to recognise the importance of music and 

singing in our everyday lives. Schools from all over the world participate in this 

event in whatever capacity they see fit: with a whole-school assembly, in general, 

music class, in choir rehearsal, or just with a soloist. Britannica Voices 1 and 2 

have been working very hard since the beginning of January to learn the  

assigned song, ‘Be the Change’. On Wednesday, 14th March, the choirs will 

come together to record the song in the theatre. The recording will be sent to 

the organisation to be compiled with the rest of the cooperating schools’ videos to make a ‘digi-choir’. I look forward 

to sharing the video with everyone! 

Leah Churchill, Music Teacher 

Many of you will be aware that we had a visit from the local traffic police on Wednesday morning after further  
complaints from local residents regarding the parking etiquette of some of our parents and their drivers. 

It is to the advantage of all parents that we co-operate with the authorities and our local residents to make sure that 
parking outside the school does not create a dangerous situation for other road users. 

The police are currently very happy for parents to park legally, for a short period of time to drop off their children. 

The police will, however, not condone illegal parking, such as ‘diagonal parking’ or ‘double parking’, which then  
affects other road users. 

The police have warned us that they will take serious action against parents who contravene legal parking regulations. 

Despite the police presence on Wednesday and despite ongoing reminders from the school to parents about parking, 
we still have some drivers who have insisted on continuing to park illegally.  This is even when approached and  
reminded by our own security guards. 

The school is not in a position to defend parents who illegally park and neither would the majority of our parents who 
do park legally expect us to do so. 

I kindly request again, on behalf of the whole school community, that parents ensure that their drivers are park legally, 
when dropping of students. 
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ORBITAL NEWS 

Find out what is happening at schools worldwide within the Orbital Education Group. 

This years theme was Twisted Fairytales and all the staff were dressed up as different  

characters.  The morning started with children arriving to the school which had been magically 

turned into a Gingerbread House with red carpet up the stairs.  There was Tweedle Dee and 

Tweedle Dum, the three little pigs, beauty and the beast, and the list goes on. 

Serena and her puppet theatre came to do a show for Nursery to Year 3 with lots of action and 

laughter.  Year 4 had written their own Twisted Fairytales which they performed to the older 

years.  Year 3 had made their own shadow puppet theatre and were busy doing shows all day. 

The whole school participated in a parade after lunch where the winners of the most creative  

costumes were announced.  The prizes were book tokens for the Sunshine Book Stall.  It was a 

wonderful way to end the school term and many happy memories were made. 
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Britannica Shanghai Book Week 2018   

12th – 16th March  

Once upon a school day… 
Our Britannica Book Week is nearly upon us and we’re already really  

excited! The photography competition has been running for a few 

weeks and there have been some great entries already. Next week, the 

‘Readathon’ will begin and classes will begin planning their classroom 

door decorations… and this is all before all the fun and excitement of 

the actual week itself! 

The theme of our Book Week this year is Fairy Tales and Fantasy, so 

pupils will be taking part in a host of interesting and different activities 

centred on these story genres.    

The Book Fair will begin on the Tuesday and will run until the Friday of 

Book Week. All pupils will have an opportunity to visit and be given a 

‘wish-list’ to make a note of any books they might be interested in pur-

chasing, so that throughout the week they can either bring in money to 

buy the books, or parents can look for themselves and decide if they 

would like to buy any on the final day of the week.  

We are once again excited and looking forward to welcoming parents 

into school on the final day of Book Week (Friday 16th March), when we will be having our fancy-dress book character 

parade, followed by achievement assemblies and opportunities to see some of the excellent work that will have been 

taking place throughout the week. Please feel free to get into the spirit and come into school as your own favourite 

character from a book!  

Friday 16th March timetable: 

 
  

 

8:30 9:00 – 10:00 10:00-10:20 10:20 – 11:00 11:00 – 11:40 11:40 – 12:00 

Character pa-
rade 

(Main field) 

Reception + Key 
Stage 1 assembly 

(Theatre) Children’s 
break time 

Key Stage 2 + Senior School as-
sembly 

(Theatre) 

  

Pre-nursery, 
Nursery + Key 

Stage 2 parents 
invited to class-

rooms 

(Classrooms) 

Reception + Key Stage 1 parents invited to class-
rooms 

(Primary School) 

Book Fair open to all parents 

(Main Foyer) 
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As part of the Orbital Education Group, Britannica International School is creating links with our sister 

schools around the world. This June we look forward to taking 25 students on a sailing trip to Mallorca, 

Spain in which we will be visiting Baleares International College to participate in a variety of cultural  

activities led by the school, such as Spanish language lessons, cooking lessons and team building activities. 

The children will also be attending a sailing course in which they will learn the basics of sailing in open  

water as well as other water sports, such as paddle boarding and windsurfing. The students will also be  

participating in other adventure activities, hiking in the beautiful mountains of Mallorca and attending a 

rope climbing class where the will be completing an assault course in the tree tops! 

Our Year 6 classes have also been busy helping to forge this link by creating a blog using audio and visual 

media that includes information about our school, Shanghai, and general life in China. We will be sharing 

this blog with the students of Baleares International College very soon and we look forward to their reply to 

learn more about life in Spain! 
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2017 – 2018 SPRING TERM  BRITANNICA SCHOOL CALENDAR  

BRITANNICA  INTERNATIONAL  SCHOOL,  SHANGHAI  

An Orbital Education School 

 

1988 GUBEI ROAD, SHANGHAI 201103 CHINA 

Tel: 021 6402 7889  Email: admissions@britannicashanghai.com 

Web:  www.britannicashanghai.com 

All School EYFS Primary Secondary School Holiday Other Parent Event 

ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 

March 2018 

Wednesday, 7th March — Mother Language Day  

Friday, 9th March – Reception Trip to Shanghai Natural History Museum 

Monday, 12th March—Friday, 16th March —Book Week  

Wednesday, 14th March 2:00pm – Year 1 Parent Mathematics Workshop @2:00pm 

Friday, 16th March — 8:30am Book Week Fancy Dress Parade  

Friday, 16th March — 9:20am EYFS/KS1 Book Week Assembly  

Friday, 16th March — 11:00am KS2/Secondary Book Week Assembly  

Friday, 16th March - Year 9-11 Theatre trip in evening 

Wednesday, 21st March —Britannica Spring Instrumental Concert  

Friday, 23rd March – Last day of After School Activities 

Monday, 26th March — Friday 30th March – Expedition Week for Years 4 to 9 

Tuesday, 27th March – Year 2 Trip to Textiles Museum 

Tuesday, 27th March — Early Years Foundation Stage Open Day (9:15-12 noon) 

Thursday, 29th March — EYFS Parents Open Morning ‘Spring fun activity and giant picnic day’ 

Monday, 26th March—Friday, 30th March—Expedition Week  
 


